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Concept, anchoring the project both physically and symbolically, the King
Eddy is raised slightly to match its elevation and site-lines with the lobby
on an adjacent site - both are wrapped in glass to create transparency
between the two. From the second story upwards, the building
represents a giant bridge - also physically and symbolically. The bridge is
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simple and straightforward, slender, structurally pure and geometrically

elementary. It faces north and south to receive optimal natural light into
the building. Conceptually similar to a wood joint, where maximum
surface-to-surface connection provides the greatest opportunity for
cohesion, fusion and strength, the multi-layered connectivity of the
building strengthens and enriches the community experience. Such is the
core of the bridge, a symbol and strength of the Cantos organization.
The exterior is black, precast concrete panels with a flat finish - to absorb
maximum heat during Calgary’s many cold months.
The facade uses the sun’s energy to heat the pipes and air behind the
panels. Scattered rectangular openings are glass panels flush with the
precast panels to emphasize the monolithic nature of the bridge. At a
distance, the concept appears a monolith - a striking black volume with
syncopated skin and a central shaft of light, suspending volumes on
alternating sides.
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Architects SPFa
Client Cantos Music Foundation
District Calgary’s East Village

Use Education & Research Centre, Museum, Recording Studio,

Restaurant/Bar And Live Music Venue
Client Cantos Music Foundation

Site Area 2,419m’

Bldg. Area 9,342m’

Gross Floor Area 9,342m’

Bldg. Coverage Ratio 81%

Gross Floor Ratio 3.86%

Bldg. Scale 7 Stories above Ground
Max. Height 44m

Parking Lot 59cars

Phase 3 :

Education &
Research Centre

4th Street

9th Ave

Site Plan

Longitudinal Section
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Eddy Wall Detail Section

Level 1

Ground Level
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